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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


CURRENT LIST INDEXES 


The Library is continuing its efforts to bring the indexes of the 
Current List of Medical Literature up to date. With the exception of 
the the July index which has not yet been undertaken, all other 1948 indexes 
are either complete or in process of completion. The May and June in- 
dexes are being done on a contract basis by Miss Helen R. Bayne and 
Miss Mary Louise Marshall, respectively. 

The April 1949 index was distributed in July. The May and June 
1949 indexes are ready for printing and slips are being headed for the 
July index. 





CHIEF OF REFERENCE DIVISION 


Miss Estelle Brodman has been appointed Chief of the Reference 
Division and will take up her duties at the Army Medical Library about 
1 September. 

Miss Brodman holds the degrees of A.B. (Cornell, 1935), B.S. and 
M.S. in Library Service (Columbia, 1936 and 1943), and has completed 
all course requirements for the degree of Ph.D. For the past twelve 
years she has been associated with the Library of the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons, Columbia University, where during the past few 
years she has been Assistant Librarian. Since 1946 she has taught the 
course in Medical Librarianship offered at the School of Library Ser- 
vice, Columbia University. 

Through these and other activities, Miss Brodman is well known 
in medical library circles. She is presently editor of the Bulletin of 
the Medical Library Association. Some 25 articles by her have been 
published in various journals. 





EXHIBIT 


A new exhibit now on view presents an interesting aspect of early 
anatomic illustrations, the so-called viscera-manikin. The collection 
included ‘‘Adam and Eve’’ broadsides, dated as early as 1538. Accord- 
ing to Crummer, the male figure shown (1556) is very rare; from the 
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considerably larger number of ‘‘Eves’’ that have come down to us, it 
seems that the female figure must, at that time at least, have enjoyed, 
somewhat greater popularity. The exhibit leads up - by way of Thurn- 
eisser zum Thurn’s illustrations in Confirmatio concertationis (1576) - 
to the culmination of this genre as realized in Remmelin’s Kleinern 
Weltspiegel (1632). 

Georg Bartisch’s Augendienst (1584) rounds out the exhibit by 
showing the application of the viscera manikin technique to the repre- 
‘sentation of the human eye. 





ACQUISITIONS IN THE FIELD OF THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE 


Although the chief concern of the Acquisition Division is the cur- 
rent product of the medical publishing world, continuing attention is 
given also to collecting important texts of past centuries. The History 
of Medicine Division is chiefly responsible for selecting such older 
works and is guided in its choices by the significance of the text, its 
availability in other libraries in the United States, the practicability of 
a film copy in lieu of the original, and similar considerations. Each 
such purchase, therefore, is carefully weighed and constitutes a 
thoughtful addition to the collections, a recognition of the Library’s 
obligation to preserve for American scholarship the increasingly 
scarce monuments of yesterday’s medicine. To the foregoing state- 
ment of policy a few particulars may be added about the historical 
materials actually brought into the History of Medicine Division during 
the fiscal year just ended. 

In the purchase of manuscripts the Division has been continually 
restrained by the slight textual value of most handwritten copies of the 
great medical classics. These works have practically all been edited 
on the basis of numerous manuscripts, and only acute specialists are 
able to estimate the textual importance of stray additional copies now 
coming on the market. The chances are strongly against any important 
finds among manuscripts of well-known texts. For the Army Medical 
Library, therefore, the most useful types of manuscript would seem to 
be those embodying an unpublished medical text (naturally for the most 
part of secondary importance) of the medieval or early Renaissance 
period, Oriental medical texts (most of them not represented in Amer+ 
can libraries), and documentary or archival compilations by or about 
American physicians. The manuscripts acquired in the fiscal year 
1949 include the following: 

Medical manuscript in Northern English of 1586, 2 v. 

Manuscript medical encyclopedia of about the 19th century, in the 
Sanskrit language (but written in Malayalam characters), T72ff. 
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Arabic manuscript of Haly Abbas, the text known to the Latin- 
speaking world as the Liber regius, Books 9 and 10, c. 13th century, 2v. 

Arabic manuscript, 1886, containing the Qarabadhin-i-Qadiri, by 
Muhammad Akbar Arzani, 295 ff. 

Manuscript of prescriptions for the sick and wounded at Fort Sum- 
ner, Feb.-May 1864, labelled: ‘‘U.S.A. Hospital Department. Prescrip- 
tions.’ 49 ff. 

Notebook of medical recipes, compiled in the years 1839-1878 by 
Theodore H. Jewett (1815-1878), of South Berwick, Maine, 3 v. 

Manuscript daybooks written in 1780-1829 by Timothy Horton, of 
West Springfield, Mass., 9 v. 


In considering the purchase of medical incunabula, the History of 
Medicine Division has been inhibited chiefly by financial considerations. 
Relatively few 15th century printed books in the main current of medi- 
cal development are nowadays available, and those offered are regular- 
ly at prohibitive prices if we are to live within our acquisition budget 
and at the same time do any kind of justice to the later centuries. We 
already have in book form at least one copy of almost all the important 
15th century medical titles. Hence, though the other 15th century 
editions of these titles ought certainly to be acquired, it seems best to 
seek them in the form of microfilms from other libraries willing to let 
us copy them. During the past year no incunabula in book form have 
been added to the collection... 

For the later centuries an active program has been carried on 
and the History of Medicine Division has acquired in book form the 
following totals during the fiscal year 1949: 





16th century 89 editions 
17th century 151 editions 
18th century 410 editions 
19th and 20th centuries 180 editions 


The drop for the 19th and 20th centuries is due to the fact that the date 
limit has been set at 1800 (1820 for Americana) for the History of 
Medicine Division, which is not responsible for the acquisition of orig- 
inal medical source books beyond that date but only for studies on the 
history of medicine. 

The 16th century is a somewhat special case. There are about 
4000 16th century editions in book form now in the Library and there 
has been drawn up for that century a series of want lists of nearly 
2000 further editions which it is planned to acquire in the form of 
microfilm copies. Although the films for most of these items have not 
yet been received, they are counted as practically assured in the rea- 
sonably near future. 
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NEWS OF HONORARY CONSULTANTS 


Miss Mary Louise Marshall recently has been given full profeggg, 
ship on the Tulane University Medical School Faculty, with the title of 
Professor of Medical Bibliography. 

Mr. Wyllis E. Wright, Librarian of Williams College and former) 
Librarian of the Army Medical Library, visited the History of Medici 
Division on Tuesday, 12 July. 


JAPANESE JOURNAL 


The Japanese Journal of Experimental Medicine, which until it 
ceased publication in October 1941 was the most important English 
language journal of Japanese medicine, has resumed publication 
Volume 20, No. 1, March 1, 1949. 

The Army Medical Library has a few extra copies of Volume 
20, No. 1, for distribution upon request to interested libraries whid 
did not receive it. 





NEWS FROM CLEVELAND 


The June 1949 issue of Bookbinding and Book Production contains 
an interesting article about the career and work of Mr. Jean Eschmam 
head of the Library’s rare book binding studio. It is number two ina 
series entitled ‘‘American Hand Binders,’’ by E. A. Thompson, SJr., @ 
Thompson’s Bookbindery, Mineola, N. Y. 

Miss Marjorie Tompkins, Acquisition Officer at the History of 
Medicine Division, is teaching a course entitled ‘‘Organization and 
Cataloging of Library Collections’’ at the School of Library Science, 
Western Reserve University, during the summer session, 20 June t© 
5 August. 





CHARGE FOR PHOTODUPLICATION 


It is the policy of the Army Medical Library to provide photo- — 
duplication services at cost. A recent survey indicates that the preg 
ent charge of 50¢ for each ten pages or fraction thereof for photopriais 
does not approximate the cost of this service. It is therefore necessaf 
to increase this charge, and effective 1 August 1949 the charge for ~ 
photoprints will be 50¢ for each five consecutive pages or fraction — 
thereof from a single article. The charge for microfilm will not be 


changed: 50¢ for each fifty pages of fraction thereof from a single 
article. 











